
Report to Our Citizens



The year marked the departure of long time Administrator  
Theron Gay.  Mr. Gay guided Coweta County through a  
major growth period and set in place measures that would 
make sure the county would grow in the proper manner.  
Replacing Mr. Gay was Michael Fouts.  Mr. Fouts was a great 
choice as Administrator as Coweta moves forward. Of course, 
Michael is part of the Administrative team including long-time  
Associate Administrator Eddie Whitlock and Assistant  
Administrator Kelly Mickle. The team works closely together 
with a sharp eye on keeping services at the level we all expect 
while maintaining a steady hand on operational expenses. Our  
continuing commitment to you is to review how every penny  
is spent in order to provide the best service at the best value.

We are proud that our Finance Department was recognized with 
the Government Finance Officers Association’s Award of Excellence 
and that our fiduciary efforts on your behalf earned the county  
a better credit rating with Standard and Poor’s. There was at  
least one encouraging economic sign this year, as our Building 
Department reported the highest number of new house permits 
since 2007.
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ear Citizens,

Your Administrative Team - Reviewing project plans for work at the 
Newnan-Coweta Airport are (l-r) Assistant Administrator Kelly Mickle, 
Associate Administrator Edward Whitlock and Administrator Michael 
Fouts.

Long-time Administrator Theron Gay retired in July 2013 after over  
30 years of service in various capacities. Just before his retirement,  
the Association County Commissioners of Georgia honored Gay with 
the Jerry R. Griffin Excellence in Public Service Award. In the photo are 
(l-r) Ross King, Executive Director of ACCG, Mr. Gay, and Kevin Little, 
2nd Vice President of ACCG.

D        2013 was a year of change, but it was also a year of continued stability.  
This report reflects the major accomplishments and activities of your county government, along 
with a summary of revenues and expenses. 

Looking at other areas, Coweta County’s ISO rating improved 
from a Class 5 to a Class 4. The lowering of the ISO rating resulted 
in lower fire insurance costs for residents in the unincorporated  
areas of the county. Installation of of our new warning siren system  
occurred in 2013 with the system becoming operational in the 
fourth quarter. These sirens have been placed at locations where 
large numbers of people gather outside. We expanded our  
recreational offerings with the opening of the Brown’s Mill  
Battlefield site on Millard Farmer Road. We enhanced our social 
media presence on Facebook and Twitter in order to communicate 
with you more effectively and more transparently.  We also put the 
groundwork in place to begin streaming our monthly meetings on 
our web site in January of 2014.  We want to let you know in the 
best manner possible what your government is doing.

You are always welcome and encouraged to join us for the  
meetings of the Board of Commissioners. Your feedback and  
questions are welcome and your support is valued.

Sincerely,   
Bob Blackburn, Chairman, Coweta County Commission



Coweta County Projects and Efforts in 2013
County Management, Planning  
and Development
Impact fees were reduced to 0 (zero) by the Board of Commissioners 
to encourage continued business and industry growth.

Building Inspections reported 285 new houses were permitted in 
2013. This is the most new homes permitted in a single year since 
2007. The department handled a total of 3,355 permits in its areas  
of oversight.

In 2013, there were 290 business licenses issued.

Development and Review assessed 20 new development plans and 
approved 68 properties for construction.

Zoning Division processed 20 Board of Zoning Appeals cases and  
17 rezoning cases.

Transportation
Coweta County and the municipalities of Grantville, Haralson,  
Moreland, Newnan, Senoia, Sharpsburg, and Turin continued to 
update the Coweta County Joint Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
(CTP) that was adopted in 2006. The update resulted in a suite of 
prioritized multimodal projects and strategies to meet the  
community’s transportation needs through year 2040. The plan  
update was approved in March 2014 by the Board of Commissioners.

Coweta County Transit (a Section 5311 Program) had its most  
successful performance year to date. Featuring a fleet of five vans, 
the transit system logged 30,791 trips (a 14% increase in trips  
from FY 2012) covering 186,063 miles. Transit trip breakdown:  
29% were made by senior citizens, 51% were to medical appointments, 
14% were employment related and 6% were other trips (i.e. shopping, 
social, etc.). In December 2013, Coweta County Transit received the 
Georgia Transit Association’s Performance Award for the most  
demonstrated improvement in system performance.

Recreation and Culture
The Brown’s Mill Battlefield Historic Site opened to the public July 27, 
2013 featuring walking trails, parade grounds and more.

2013 was a banner year for the Coweta County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (CVB) as the county was featured on two covers of the Georgia 
Travel Guide, which is the state publication that is distributed all over 
the world throughout the year. The covers depicted Senoia with  
“The Walking Dead” and entertainer Zac Brown.

The Coweta County Recreation Department operates many programs 
to serve the citizens of Coweta County. Three gyms are open on  
a daily basis and offer multiple activities. There are 26 properties  
comprising 450 acres under the auspices of the Recreation Depart-
ment as well and the department provides maintenance and upkeep 
on other parks through joint agreements with the City of Newnan,  
City of Senoia, and the Coweta County School System. 

Seven tennis courts were refurbished at Hunter Complex, Western  
and the Temple Ave Complex in 2013 using SPLOST money.

Work continues on recreation projects next to Central Library and off 
Hwy 16 in Senoia, both funded thanks to citizen support of SPLOST.

Coweta Public Library Service began offering E-books in 2013. Over 
800 titles are available. Circulation exceeded  480,000 and there  
were 309,567 visits to the library system’s four facilities. Program 
attendance reaches over 16,000 including the Summer Reading 
Program which saw its most successful year ever in registrations and 
hours read.

Courts
Coweta County Drug Court became “fully certified” through the Judicial 
Council of Georgia. Drug Court was also recognized as a “high-perform-
ing court” and was selected to become part of a Peer Review team by 
the Judicial Council of Georgia Administrative Office of the Courts.

Judge Joseph Wyant headed up the Juvenile Court team in 2013 and by 
year’s end, that team saw court scheduled cases reduced by 20% and 
the number of complaints was down by 4.5%. Children in the custody  
of DFACS dropped by 23% and foster children spent about 15% less 
time out of the home of their parents, custodian or legal guardian.

Superior Court saw some 778 criminal cases and 2,864 civil cases during 
2013.  A third courtroom was opened to assist with scheduling the six 
judges that travel the Coweta Circuit allowing much needed additional 
space for court hearings. In October of 2013 cancellations and assignments 
of mortgages started being e-filed in Superior Court Real Estate Division.  
Juvenile restitution and Juvenile Court supervision fees are now received 
and disbursed by the Superior Court.

The Brown’s Mill Battlefield Historic Site opened on July 27, 2013 
featuring 4,560 linear feet of walking trails, parade grounds for  
living history programs, and historical signage telling the story of  
the Battle of Brown’s Mill.

Rehabilitated and resurfaced 27 miles of County roads at a contracted 
cost of $4.1 million.

Completed the reconstruction of Parkway North from SR 34 to the 
newly constructed extension of the road. This design-build project 
was completed at a cost of $555,000.

Continued the Design and Engineering work for the Poplar Road 
Interchange at I-85; the SE Bypass Extension, SR 16, and Pine Road 
projects; the Gordon Road at SR 54 project; the Haynie Road realign-
ment project to eliminate a deficient bridge over the abandoned 
Norfolk Southern Railroad and the Airport ILS pad and Alex Stephens, 
Teasley Trail, and Camp Road relocations.
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Public Safety
Coweta County’s ISO Rating improved from a Class 5 to a Class 4 
following a challenge of the original rating by the Fire Department. 
The lower rating reduced the fire insurance premium for citizens in 
the unincorporated areas of the county.  

A new Fire Station #6 opened in the Madras Community as did 
a new Maintenance Facility behind the Headquarters Station on 
Turkey Creek Road.  This facility allows better maintenance of  
apparatus for fire, EMS, and Coweta County Transit.

Renovations continued on Fire Stations #7 and 12.

The Sheriff’s Office completed plans and approval for future  
construction of a Video Visitation Center, renovation and expansion 
of existing Inmate Medical Infirmary, construction of additional 
holding cells and a renovation/expansion of the Patrol Division 
Squad Room and Offices. Projects funded by SPLOST. 

The Sheriff’s Office completed the purchase and installation of  
mobile 700 Mhz Radios for all Sheriff’s Office emergency vehicles. 
This improves communications and safety for  officers and the 
public. This project was funded with seized asset forfeiture monies. 

The Sheriff’s Office continued its community outreach by hosting  
13 citizen basic firearm safety classes, 17 Ladies self-defense 
classes and the 2013 Leadership Coweta Class with a day of  
law enforcement demonstrations among others. 

The Sheriff’s Office hosted its annual Mantracker Public Safety 
Training Conference in April. Over 550 law enforcement and public 
safety officers from around the county, state and surrounding 
states took part in the 3-day training conference based at the 
Coweta County Fairgrounds.

E-911 dispatched 236,760 calls in 2013. The center also updated 
software and added equipment to better handle dispatch and call 
protocol. Equipment was also added to a back-up operations center.

The airfield at the Newnan-Coweta Airport was named in honor 
and memory of Captain Nicholas Schade Whitlock, United 
States Air Force in July, 2013. Captain Whitlock learned to fly  
on the airfield and spent countless hours learning about 
airplanes and flying while making lifelong friends. He died in 
service to his country as part of Operation Enduring Freedom 
when his plane crashed in Djibouti, Africa on February 18, 2012 
after a surveillance mission. The field was named in his memory 
and in memory and recognition of other local men and women 
who nurtured their love of flight on this field and who lost their 
lives too early.  Members of the Whitlock family unveiled the 
plaque marking the field’s name.
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“ The sirens are designed to issue tornado 
warnings to people outdoors and in the case 
of an emergency, sounding both a siren and 
a recorded voice message twice urging  
people to seek shelter. The sirens can be 
heard from about a mile to 1.25 miles away 
and are being installed next to schools, 
parks or other locations in the county where 
a large amount of people may be outside. “ 

The sirens were installed at:
• Whitlock Park off Highway 34 East 
• Grantville Park on Colley Street  
• Andrew Bailey Road Sports Complex 
• Sargent Ball Park on Ball Street 
• Central Ball park on Ebenezer Church Road 
• Hunter Complex on Hwy 16 East 
• Welcome Activity Center on Welcome Road 
• Coweta County Fairgrounds on Pine Road 
• Clay-Wood Community Center on Heery Road 
• Fire Station 6 on Madras Parkway 
• Fire Station 7 on Fischer Road 
• East Coweta High School on Hwy 154 
• Senoia Police Department on Howard Road 
• Senoia Park on Seavy Street 
• Senoia Water Treatment Plant on Rockaway Road 
• Haralson City Hall and Park on Magnolia Street
There are eight existing sirens in the City of Newnan 
planned to join the new county siren system.  
It is important to note that not all sirens will sound  
each time, only those in endangered areas.

Warning Sirens

- Coweta EMA Director Jay Jones

Outdoor warning sirens were installed at  
strategic locations across Coweta County  
in 2013.  A total of 16 sirens were installed. 

Cover Illustration: Coweta County has a very unique shape 
that becomes even more unique when it is comprised of 
the values we uphold and services we provide.

Coweta County Projects  
and Efforts in 2013



If you have questions about county government or want to know more about how issues affect 
you and your community, please call county offices (770-254-2601), check the county website 
(www.coweta.ga.us) or contact your commissioner.  The commission meets twice a month  
and citizens are always welcome.  Like us on Facebook         Follow us on Twitter

Contributions  
& Donations 
%0.03

Coweta Economy
The General Fund represents the revenues and expenses required to run the day to day functions of county government.  
This fund does not include revenues or expenditures for any special funds or Special Purpose Local Options Sales Tax*. The  
descriptions below represent the majority of what makes up that category.  Neither all sources nor all areas of expense are listed here.

*  Special Purchase Local Option Sales Tax  Special Purpose Local Option  
Sales Tax (SPLOST) is a one percent sales tax approved by voters for a  
specific length of time and for specific capital projects. Voters approved 
SPLOST for a seventh time in 2012 and will be effective through 2018. 
SPLOST revenues must be spent on predetermined capital projects and  
cannot be used for maintenance and operations costs. Many of the building 
and transportation projects in the county would not have happened without 
SPLOST dollars.  SPLOST is paid by anyone shopping in Coweta County.  The 
current SPLOST has 82% of the expected revenue earmarked for traffic and 
transportation improvements.

Property Taxes – Taxes on personal, residential and commercial 
property
Sales Tax – Local Option Sales Tax
Other Taxes – Motor Vehicle Tax, Insurance Premium, Alcoholic 
Beverage Tax, and Cable Franchise Tax 
Licenses & Permits – Business Licenses and Building Permits 
Charges for Services – Recreation User Fees, Facility Rental Fees, 
Payments from Other Governmental Entities for Services
Fines, Forfeitures & Court Fees – Fees paid to courts including 
traffic tickets, real estate filings and probation fees
Intergovernmental – Federal, State and Other Grants
Investment Income – Available funds in CDs and Money Market 
accounts
Miscellaneous – Income from contributions and donations,  
Sale of County Property, transfer from other funds
Planned use of Fund Balance – Allocation for approved capital items
Other Financing Sources –  Transfered In from other funds

Revenues 
Approximately $63.8 million in 2013

Public Safety – Sheriff’s Office, Prison, Emergency Management, 
Ambulance and Adult Probation
Public Works – Transportation Improvements, Road Construction, 
Engineering and Stormwater maintenance
Public Health and Welfare – Health Department and Related Expense
Culture & Recreation  – Recreation Department and Library system
Housing & Development – Building inspections, Planning and Eco-
nomic Development
Other Financing Uses – Primarily Capital Expenditures 
Debt Service – Capital leases for energy efficiency projects
General Government – Administration, Tax Commissioner, Tax 
Assessor, Elections, Public Buildings, Insurance, Information Systems 
and Extension Service 
Judicial – Superior Court, State Court, Juvenile Court, Magistrate 
Court, Probate Court, Indigent Defense, Solicitor and District Attorney

Expenditures 
Approximately $63.8 million in 2013
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Congratulations to Coweta County’s Finance Department  
on receiving the GFOA Award for Excellence in Financial  
Reporting. Coweta County’s strong financial planning 
resulted in a Standard & Poor’s AA+ credit rating, the 
second highest credit rating available.
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